TRIALOG 196/1917

A Journal for Planning
and Building in a
Global Context

March 2026




Editorial

This issue refers to the conference ‘mapping:
space and action’ held in December 2017 at the
WeiBensee Academy of Art Berlin, conceived and
organised in collaboration with TRIALOG. Some of
the contributions published in this issue were al-
ready presented at that conference. These are
now accompanied by other, more recent or histori-
cal articles on the subject of ‘mapping’, under-
stood as the practice of cartographic representa-
tion and interpretation of reality, which can serve
as a tool for understanding spatial relationships
(‘'space’) and illustrating perspectives for ‘action’.

In addition to their function of showing spatial con-
figurations and connections, maps have also
served since the beginning to establish territorial
claims, to document ownership of land and territo-
ries, and to assert dominion over a territory. With
the increasing accuracy of world maps in the 19
century, they were used to establish colonial
claims to power and to document the partitioning
of the newly discovered or explored regions of
Africa, America and Asia among the European co-
lonial powers. Mapping was thus an instrument of
colonial power claims in the process of taking pos-
session of foreign lands.

With the recent digitisation of spatial knowledge
and the ubiquity of Google Earth or other virtual
map formats, traditional analogue maps and city
plans have been pushed into a niche and are in
some cases no longer available in an updated form.
Instead, virtual maps now feature detailed address-
es of shops, hotels, restaurants, etc., a spatial locali-
sation of commercial offers and services, a configu-
ration of maps that is increasingly driven by
business interests. On the other side, a variety of
grassroots forms of mapping have developed,
some of which claim to be anti-mapping or critical
cartography, in contrast to the power related or
commercial cartographic representation of the real-
ity. In this tradition, mapping can be seen as a rather
radical, collaborative practice ‘from below’ embed-
ded in the context of political and social activities.

As we can see, mapping is not a neutral act. It is a
practice that is always shaped by positions, per-
spectives and relationships — and that actively in-
tervenes in the production of space, knowledge
and social orders. The contributions to this issue
of TRIALOG put the focus on forms of ‘mapping’
as collective, interdisciplinary and action-oriented
practices that combine spatial analysis (‘space’)
with social engagement, artistic research and po-
litical responsibility (‘action’).

The issue opens with a reflection by Nepthys
Zwer on the challenges of collective radical car-

tography, foregrounding mapping as a contested
field in which power, authorship and collaboration
must be continuously negotiated. With My Atlas,
Vilém Flusser sets a philosophical counterpoint
presenting what was then (more than 50 years
ago) a visionary anticipation of virtual maps on
small mobile devices that also make any addition-
al information about each place accessible. Sur-
prisingly the article ends with a nostalgic rever-
ence for the good old times when atlases were
still real books.

In her contribution ‘Maps on the Move’, based on
many years of research on multi-locality in Bang-
ladesh, Elisa T. Bertuzzo describes mapping as a
dynamic, relational process that arises from
movement, translation and the situated practice.
Dominik FraBmann extends this reflection by
drawing unexpected parallels between the repre-
sentation of the earth’s surface and the human
face, highlighting shared mechanisms of reduc-
tion, abstraction and meaning-making. The graph-
ic pages by Nadine Gutbrod complement this
discussion, presenting mapping results developed
under the conditions of the Covid pandemic,
where restrictions on movement and physical
proximity led to alternative, introspective and
fragmentary forms of spatial representation.

Elise Olmedo examines sensibility mapping
through textile practices of women in a working-
class neighbourhood in Marrakech, demonstrat-
ing how material, tactile and gendered forms of
mapping can challenge dominant modes of spa-
tial knowledge. This is complemented by an inter-
view with the Orangotango collective, which

critically discusses activist mapping practices and
rejects the notion of maps or atlases as closed,
authoritative compendiums.

Sadia Sharmin presents posters and results
from mapping workshops with children and
young people in Gothenburg, Sweden, in which
their collective imagination for the development
of their neighbourhoods opens up visual and nar-
rative spaces that resist linear reading. With her
work on neighbourhood and body mapping with
children and young people in Chiapas, Maki
Leos Hosokawa highlights body-related self-
awareness, care and learning as central dimen-
sions of spatial practice. Finally, in her contribution
on Karail Basti in Dhaka, Sadia Sharmin under-
stands mapping as a dialogical process that cre-
ates new urban narratives through long-term col-
laboration with residents and everyday urban life.

The issue concludes with the conversation
Space-in-Becoming, in which Giinter Nest, in a
dialogue with Simon Lupfer, reflects on mapping
as an interdisciplinary and collective research
practice situated between architecture, urban
studies, art and theory. Here, mapping emerges
not as a tool of control, but as a stance of atten-
tiveness—one that keeps space open, relational
and in motion.

Together, the contributions in Mapping Space Ac-
tion understand mapping as a practice of engage-
ment: with places, with people, and with the re-
sponsibilities that arise when making space visible.

Glnter Nest and Klaus Teschner
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Editorial (deutsche Version)

Dieses Heft erinnert an die Konferenz ,mapping:
space and action” im Dezember 2017 an der Wei-
Bensee Kunsthochschule Berlin, die gemeinsam
mit TRIALOG konzipiert und veranstaltet wurde. Ein
Teil der hier veroffentlichten Beitrage wurden be-
reits zu dieser Konferenz prasentiert. Dies wird er-
ganzt durch aktuelle oder historische Beitrdge zum
Thema des ,mapping”, zur kartographischen Abbil-
dung und Interpretation von Realitat, was als Werk-
zeug zum Verstandnis raumlicher Bezulige (,space”)
und zum Aufzeigen von Handlungsperspektiven
(,action”) dienen kann.

Landkarten hatten neben ihrer NUtzlichkeit durch
Darstellung raumlicher Anordnungen und Wegebe-
ziehungen seit Beginn auch die Funktion, territoria-
le Anspriiche und den Besitz von Landereien und
Gebieten zu dokumentieren im Sinne der Festle-
gung eines Herrschaftsgebiets, einer Domane. Mit
zunehmender Genauigkeit der Weltkarten im 19.
Jahrhundert wurden mit ihnen koloniale Herr-
schaftsanspruiche festgeschrieben, wurde die Auf-
teilung der erstmals erkundeten und genau erfass-
ten Gegenden Afrikas, Amerikas und Asiens unter
die europaischen Kolonialmachte dokumentiert.
Mapping war hier —im Prozess der Inbesitznahme
fremder Landereien — ein Instrument der kolonia-
len Machtanspriche.

Angesichts der Digitalisierung raumlicher Kenntnis-
se und der Omniprasenz von Google Earth und an-
deren virtuellen Kartenformaten sind die klassi-
schen, analog produzierten Landkarten und
Stadtplane in eine Nische verdrangt worden, und
teils auch gar nicht mehr in aktualisierter Form er-
héltlich. Daflir sind jetzt auf den virtuellen Planen
mit zunehmender Detaillierung Adressen von Ge-
schaften, Hotels, Restaurants etc. lokalisiert — eine
zunehmend Geschaftsinteressen bedienende
raumliche Verortung kommerzieller Angebote und

Giinter Nest

Dienstleistungen. Daneben haben sich vielfaltige
basisorientierte Formen des Mapping entwickelt,
teils mit dem Anspruch eines ,Anti-Mapping” oder
einer  kritischen Kartographie”, im Gegensatz zur
herrschaftsaffinen und kommerziellen Darstellung
lokaler Gegebenheiten. In dieser Tradition kann
mapping eine radikale, basisbezogene, kollektive
Praxis darstellen, eingebunden in den Rahmen poli-
tischer und gesellschaftskritischer Aktivitaten.

Mapping ist, wie wir daran sehen kénnen, kein neut-
raler Akt. ES ist eine Praxis, die stets von Perspekti-
ven, Positionen und Beziehungen gepragt ist — und
die aktiv in die Produktion von Raum, Wissen und
gesellschaftlichen Ordnungen eingreift. Die Beitrage
dieses TRIALOG-Heftes legen den Fokus auf Formen
des ,Mapping”, die als kollektive, interdisziplinare
und handlungsorientierte Praktiken raumliche Ana-
lyse (,space”) mit sozialem Engagement, kunstleri-
scher Forschung und politischer Verantwortung
(,action”) verbinden.

Zum Auftakt setzt sich Nepthys Zwer mit den He-
rausforderungen kollektiver radikaler Kartografie
auseinander, in der Mapping als umkampftes Feld
von Macht, Autorschaft und Zusammenarbeit sicht-
bar wird. Mit My Atlas prasentiert Vilém Flusser ei-
nen philosophischen Kontrapunkt mit einer damals
(vor mehr als 50 Jahren) visiondren Vorwegnahme
virtueller Kartographie auf kleinen mobilen Geraten,
die zudem beliebige Informationen zu den abgebil-
deten Orten zugénglich machen. Uberraschender-
weise endet der Artikel mit einer nostalgischen Re-
verenz an die guten alten Zeiten, als Atlanten noch
richtige Bucher waren.

In ihrem Beitrag Maps on the Move, der auf langjah-
rige Untersuchungen zur Multilokalitat in Bangla-
desh basiert, beschreibt Elisa T. Bertuzzo Mapping
als dynamischen, relationalen Prozess, der aus Be-
wegung, Ubersetzung und situierter Praxis entsteht.
Dominik FraBmann erweitert diese Perspektive
durch den Vergleich der Darstellung der Erdoberfla-
che mit der Reprasentation des menschlichen Ge-
sichts und legt dabei gemeinsame Mechanismen
von Reduktion, Abstraktion und Bedeutungsproduk-
tion offen. Die grafischen Arbeiten von Nadine

Gutbrod greifen diese Fragen auf und zeigen Map-
ping-Ergebnisse, die unter den Bedingungen der
Covid-Pandemie entstanden sind — gepragt von ein-
geschrankter Mobilitét, Distanz und fragmentierten
Wahrnehmungsraumen.

Elise Olmedo untersucht in inrem Beitrag zu Sen-
sibility Mapping textile Praktiken von Frauen in ei-
nem Arbeiterviertel von Marrakesch und macht
deutlich, wie materielle, haptische und geschlechts-
spezifische Formen des Kartierens dominante Wis-
sensordnungen infrage stellen konnen. Erganzt wird
dies durch das Gesprach mit dem Kollektiv
Orangotango, das aktivistische Mapping-Praxen
diskutiert und die Vorstellung von Karten als abge-
schlossene, autoritare Formate im Kontext eines At-
lanten zurtckweist.

Sadia Sharmin prasentiert Plakate und Ergebnisse
aus mapping workshops mit Kindern und Jugendli-
chen in Goteborg, Schweden, wobei deren kollektive
Phantasie zur Entwicklung ihrer Nachbarschaften vi-
suelle sowie narrative Zwischenraume eroffnet, die
sich linearen Lesarten entziehen. Mit ihrer Arbeit zur
Nachbarschafts- und Koérperkartierung mit Kindern
und Jugendlichen in Chiapas stellt Maki Leos
Hosokawa korperbezogene Selbsterkenntnis, Fur-
sorge und Lernen als zentrale Dimensionen raumli-
cher Praxis heraus. Der Beitrag von Sadia Sharmin
zu Karail Basti in Dhaka schlieBlich begreift Mapping
als dialogischen Prozess, der durch langfristige Zu-
sammenarbeit mit den hier Wohnenden neue urba-
ne Narrative entstehen I&sst.

Den Abschluss bildet das Gesprach Space-in-Beco-
ming, in dem Giinter Nest, im Dialog mit Simon
Lupfer, Mapping als interdisziplinare und kollektive
Forschungspraxis zwischen Architektur, Stadtfor-
schung, Kunst und Theorie reflektiert. Mapping er-
scheint hier nicht als Instrument der Kontrolle, son-
dern als Haltung der Aufmerksamkeit, die Raum
offen, relational und in Bewegung halt.

Gemeinsam verstehen die Beitrage dieses Heftes
Mapping als Praxis des Sich-Einlassens: auf Orte,
auf Menschen und auf die Verantwortung, die mit
dem Sichtbarmachen von Raum einhergeht.
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Book Review / Buchbesprechung

Kollektiv QUOTIDIEN, Klaus
Ronneberger, et al. (2020)
Lefebvre for Activists, adocs,
Hamburg, 16€

It took nearly half a century before Henri Lefeb-
vre's 1968 pamphlet Le droit a la ville appeared in
German translation (Nautilus, 2016). Yet parts of
the work of this undogmatic Marxist— he was
expelled from the French Communist Party in
1957 for denouncing the suppression of the
Hungarian uprising — have been experiencing a
renaissance after thirty years. The 1991 English
edition of The Production of Space sparked re-
newed enthusiasm, particularly among a gener-
ation witnessing both the collapse of the Eastern
Bloc and the unleashing of markets. The slogan
'right to the city’ became a battle cry against
capital-driven urban transformation, though one
might suspect this ubiquity conceals a rather su-
perficial engagement with Lefebvre’s actual
work.

This question animated students at Berlin's Kun-
sthochschule Weiensee who, together with
their seminar leader Elisa T. Bertuzzo, organised
the symposium AlltageinTagaus in May 2017, in-
viting artist-activist Christoph Schéfer (Park Fic-
tion, Hamburg), sociologist Christian Schmid (ETH
Zurich), and urban sociologist Klaus Ronneberger
(Frankfurt Institute for Social Research, spacelab),
alongside representatives from Berlin initiatives
Stadt von Unten and Kotti&Co. From this emerged
the bilingual anthology Lefebvre for Activists, to
which the student editorial collective QUOTIDIEN,
led by Bertuzzo, gave its programmatic title.

The volume is structured in three acts. The first,
'Echoes’, features contributions from Schéfer,
Schmid, and Ronneberger. Schmid observes that
urbanisation in Lefebvre’s sense means dialecti-
cal space production: ‘there is no concentrated
urbanisation without simultaneous extended ur-
banisation’ (p. 22). New sites of difference are
constantly formed, yet face threats of homoge-
nisation and commaodification. Ronneberger,
echoing Rosa Luxemburg, notes that capitalism
continually opens new sectors — art, knowl-
edge, housing, leisure — beyond the factories.
Yet Lefebvre invokes everyday life as the site
where alienation must be opposed wih ‘au-
togestion” and creativity. Though these concepts
have partly degenerated into ‘raw material for
economic valorisation’ (p.35), the urban as a site
of centrality and difference still creates room for
possibilities.

Schéfer argues that temporary appropriations by
skateboarders and ravers challenge the man-
aged regulation of public space, yet one must
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ask: have these subcultures not become affirm-
ative vectors of capital? Against this stands Park
Fiction’s ‘production of wishes’ — a self-organ-
ised spatial appropriation that succeeded
against property interests. The book refuses to
resolve the left's dispute of reform-versus-revo-
lution, instead prioritising the strengthening and
networking of activist collectives.

‘Act 2: Appropriating, Expropriating, Socialising’
presents reports from urban praxis. Stadt von
Unten describes its campaign for the defence of
the Dragoner site — an unused brownfield that
developers see as investment opportunity, resi-
dents as existential threat. Appropriation took
many forms: spatial change, occupation, and
counter-narratives. The collective transforms in-
dividual experience into shared political knowl-
edge, as Ulrike Hamann from Kotti&Co notes,
opening spaces beyond protest.

'Act 3: Departures, Excursions, Saltos’ gathers
four texts by graduates. Daniele Tognozzi analy-
ses the Mehringplatz through contested art-
works, asking whether supposedly critical art
comes at the expense of those affected — art-
ists drawn to enclaves of the excluded as back-
drops for projects that ultimately serve city mar-
keting. Johanna Gilje, drawing on Judith Butler,
explores passive resistance as effective collec-
tive action. Uro$ Pajovic reconstructs Lefebvre’s
1986 competition entry for Novi Beograd, Yugo-
slavia as political laboratory. Benjamin Busch ar-
gues for renewing the right to the city as a right
to infrastructure in the age of smart cities: con-
scious recognition of one’s alienation by compu-
tational logic remains the precondition for ap-
propriation.

The epilogue concludes that the processes — re-
search, collaboration, the work itself — matter
more than the final product. The texts emerge
from real experience, not academic distance.
‘Recipes for activism’ open rather than close the
book as an expression of collective action. Activ-
ists ‘put counter-proposals and counter-narra-
tives into the world; mediating between theory
and practice, they bring proposals for action to
light. The activist can be understood with Lefeb-
vre as a producer of places, practices, and (coun-
ter-representations — of imagined and thought
spaces that we all need for the collective con-
struction of an emancipated society’ (p.197).

Simon Behringer

Building on Lefebvre for activists, Kollektiv QUOTI-
DIEN is currently working on a new book project
with the tentative title Activist Ecologies. <https.//
kollektivquotidien.com/activist-ecologies>
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