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See you in Paris!

As the Right of housing for the most vulnerable
populations is non existent the possibility for all
to live in a decent and healthy environment, (not-
ably for the poor, the unemployed, the immi-
grants, the young, the elderly, singles and single
parents, large families, disabled, minorities etc.).

Europe has 60 millions of people living in pover-
ty, between 15 and 18 millions of people are
poorly housed or living in slums, 3 millions are
homeless and hundreds of millions of evictions
take place every year while millions of houses
are vacant. Meanwhile, the budgets for housing
are steadily diminishing.

The governments of European countries have
accelerated the deregulation of the markets and
abandoned the policy to protect tenants and low
income populations.

e The tenants are subjected to the law of the
markets (which means deregulation of rents,
loss of housing tenue)

* Racial and social discrimination are reinforced
and encouraged the formation of urban ghettos,
the recreation of towns and the maintenance of
slums

e The NGOs without adequate means (both finan-
cial and human) find themselves handed over the
management of the housing crisis.

These policies contradict the legal obligations
contracted by the European states who have all
signed the UN Declaration of Social and Eco-
nomic Rights and other pacts with the European
Parliament relative to the right of housing and
the construction of a Social Europe.

The resistance to the free market globalism and
capitalism is beginning to bear fruits. (Seattle,
Millau)

In numerous countries there are popular organi-
sations which fight evictions, propose the local
management of the neighborhood with a human
dimension, reappropriate vacant lots or empty
houses, self build and rehabilitate housing and
fight rent increases.

These resistance movements of inhabitants act
at the local or the national level but the conse-
quences of the Europeanization and the globa-
lization of markets of urban space stimulatous to
reinforce international mobilisation in this do-
main.

Ten years after the first meeting the European
Housing Ministers will meet again in Paris 26th
to 28th of September. The HUSING MOVE-
MENTS WILL BE THERE ALSO.

It is time that we speak up to demand the right
to live decently in all the neighborhoods of the
city including the center city thanks to new poli-
cies which the local and central governments
should implement.

We will call for a European mobilization in order
that the HOUSING ministers on the national and
the European level accept to

e Put the right to housing in the European
Charter and make it a criteria of consequence.
e Introduce legislation to prevent evictions with-
out satisfactory rehousing and give tenants se-
cure tenure

e Permit access too satisfactory housing for all
social categories

o Mobilize the vacant housing for poor house-
holds by taxation and requisition

¢ Develop rental social housing in the urban cen-
ters in crisis

¢ Support innovative experiences of urban mana-
gement or self management of the urban inhabi-
tants themselves.

Paris is one step to continue to build a European
and Global network of the \urban struggle which
will meet in Mexico the 2nd to the 4th of October
in the World Assembly of inhabitants and then in
New York in May 2001 at the UN Conference
Istanbul plus 5.

Contact: Habitat Forum, Berlin; DAL, France;
Aitec, France; HIC, Europe
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Local Heroes .and Heroines

m von Stefan Thimmel

Lebhafte Diskussionen fanden am Mittwoch beim
Tag der Arbeitsgruppen bei ,Stadte fiir alle -
Local Herocs 21“ statt. So trafen sich zum
Beispiel im Workshop 1 unter dem Titel ,Eine
Stadt fiir alle — ohne AusschluB und Diskrimi-
nierung” Uiber 50 Vertreterinnen von Obdachlosen
und Arbeitsloseninitiativen aus Frankreich, Berlin,
Indien, Brasilien, Uruguay und weiteren Landern,
die sich mit Landrechten und Wohnungs-
problemen auseinandersetzten. Diskutiert wurde
dort z.B. das Dilemma, nicht alle Ausge-
schlossenen in Projekte einbeziehen zu konnen.
Als wichtigstes Problem wurden Rechte von

M Overview

Page 2: Comments on the first draft of the
Berlin Declaration

Page 3: First Draft of the Berlin Declaration:
A critique, Interview

Page 4: Local Heros 21...

Page 5: Urban Future 21:
Welche Stadte neu erfinden?

Page 6: Wir sind die Experten

Page 7: Interview, Housing movement in
Poland, Urbanisme et Democratie

Page 8: See you in Paris

Migrantinnen und indigenen Bevoélkerungsgrup-
pen benannt. In vielen Stadten reprasentieren die-
se Gruppen zunehmend die Mehrheit der Bevol-
kerung. Sind jedoch von politischer Mitbe-
stimmung sowohl auf nationaler als auch auf
kommunaler Ebene weitgehend ausgeschlossen.
Wichtig ist fiir die ,,Local Heroes" die Einforde-
rung selbstverwalteter kommunaler Raume in
denen Integration stattfinden kann. Das Ziel Inte-
gration selbst wurde allerdings in Frage gestellt.
Es erscheint wenig sinnvoll, in die gleichen ge-
sellschaftlichen Verhaltnisse zuriickzukehren, die
Ausschluss produziert haben. Die franzosische
Gruppe DAL berichtete dazu aus ihrer Perspek-
tive der Selbstorganisation Obdachloser, die sich
mit spektakularen Aktionen eine Stimme ver-
schaffen.

Im Workshop ,,Housing is a Civil Right" mit 40
Teilnehmerinnen aus Europa,. Brasilien, Senegal,
Mexico u.a. Landern wurde Uber aktuelle Ent-
wicklungen im Wohnsektor und beispielhafte
Wohnungsbauprojekte diskutiert. Cesare Ottolini
(Unione Inquilini, HIC-Focal Point Europe) stellte
die Frage, welche Rolle die Europaische Union im
Globalisierungsprozess spielt. ,,Orientiert sich
Europa gegen die Globalisierung? Oder ist Eu-
ropa eine Variable in der Globalisierung? Ich den-
ke, das ist die falsche Alternative. Es geht um
einen dritten eigenstandigen Weg Europas.'
Ottolini erinnerte daran, dass trotz aller ékono-
mischer Liberalisierung die EU im Unterschied
zur nordamerikanischen NAFTA noch Elemente
eines Sozialstaats aufweist. Andererseits sind
die zerstorerischen Wirkungen der Maastrichter
Vertrage auf die sozialen Standards auch im

NGO-Konferenz
in Limuru/Nairobi
1987, Griindung
des HABITAT

Wohnbereich nicht zu Ubersehen. ,,Die Woh-
nungsversorgung ist kein Feld der aktiven Politik
der EU, dies obwohl die Zahl der Obdachlosen
drei Millionen betrégt." In Workshop 3 kamen
ebenfalls 50 internationale Teilnehmerlnnen zu-
sammen, um (ber ,,Local Power und Develop-
ment" zu diskutieren. Dabei spielten verschiede-
ne Ebenen eine Rolle: Die Ebene der lokalen
Gemeinschaften, die Ebene der Sozialen Bewe-
gungen und die Ebene der Gemeinden. Bei-
spielhaft berichteten Vertreterlnnen aus Indien,
Siidafrika, Zambia, Brasilien, Senegal und Mexi-
co uber ihre Situation. Gemeinsam ist den Akti-
vistinnen eines: Es muss offentlicher Druck auf
die Regierungsebene ausgelbt werden. Es geht
darum, mit der politischen Ebene auf einer
Augenhohe umzugehen.

Lotal fleroes and Heraines United
Abientot a Paris et en Mexique;
Nos verrios en Paris y Mexico,
See you in Paris and Mexico,

Ate’ mais-nos vemos em Paris e Mexico;
Arrividerei a prestoia Parigi ed in Messico,
Na nu guisse Paris ak Mexico,

Tot ziens in Paris en Mexico,

Do zobaczenia w Paryzu,

Bis bald in Paris und Mexico

Das zu erreichen, haben sich die Local Heroes
vorgenommen. Das Treffen der EIJ-Wohnungs-
bau-Minister im September in Paris ist die nach-
ste Gelegenheit dazu. Die Local Heroes werden
auch dort prasent sein.
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Local He

Our comments on the first draft of the Berlin Declaration 4. July 2000

We would have thought that, if the conference
organisizers really would have wanted to help
cities, they would have made a strong appeal to
governments to implement the Habitat Agenda
and to substantially increase funds for develop-
ment cooperation in the urban field.

Paragraph “Most urgent actions”

1. Can urban policies be as effective for the poor
as they are for the rich? If you talk about adminis-
tration — who controls it?

2. Why not “eliminate poverty” by policies of
redistribution and public work, quality education
and health services which are equally available
for all citizens?

3. But for which citizens? A rich peoples‘ eco-
nomy or job opportunities for the poor? And what
about social and cultural development?

4. Who defines “appropriate”, and why not lega-
lise the informal economy accounts for at least
50 percent of the economy?

5. Why global competitiveness and not global
solidarity?

6. But how? Does it include the “problem-areas"?
7. Always sought after but never achieved — will
the car industry accept this?

8. Why not discuss ecological racism: the export
of garbage and toxic waste, polluted ground,
water etc.

9. “Without discrimination”: as for immigrants,
Afro-Americans and latinos in the USA or the
“untouchables” in India.

10. Why “Good Governance” and not “social
justice”? By this we mean equal access to funda-
mental rights such as housing, schools, social
services, clean air, water and sanitation.

11. Does “urban development” mean equitable
redistribution of urban space or reappropriations
and evictions?

12. Why not people-to-people networking?

13. Is the World Bank ready to forgive the debt
of the “Third World" ?

Draft: Protest note against Repression

For the attention of Mr. Klimmt, Federal Ministry
of Housing and Traffic
Prof.Dr. Topfer, All the Mayors presently in Berlin

Repression against the Welcome-Action of Local
Heroes at 3rd July 2000 in front of ICC

Ladies and Gentlemen,

We, the assembly of “Local Heroes 21" express
our concern about the police action against our
well-meaning and totally peaceful gesture of 4th
July, 2000.

Participants of Local Heroes 21 just wanted to
inform the participants of Urban 21 about our
complementary NGO-Event in ufa-Fabrik Berlin. In
addition, we wanted to express some of our
most urgent issues and demands. We handed
out our conference-newspaper to the guests arri-
ving at the ICC. Participants also displayed two
banners, one with demands in brazilian langua-
ge, another with the symbol of Italian Tenants’
Union (UI).

Suddenly, the police put up a fence to define
Urban 21 as a “no-go-area” for Local Heroes 21.
They also violently detained one of our friends,
Manuela Hoffmann, for identification. The police
claimed she was responsible for organising an
illegal demonstration.

We are surprised about the way the police of the
capital of Germany and the organizer of an inter-
national conference behave towards the repre-
sentatives of NGOs and urban popular move-
ments from all over the world.

Exclusion and represssion is not the way to solve
the problems of our cities.

We demand:

e Support, instead of the criminalisation of the
movements of the urban inhabitants.

e The suspension of legal proceedings against
our friend, Ms Hoffmann.

Interview with Charna Furman,
HIC Montevideo

What's your opinion about the URBAN 21 confe-
rence?

| don't believe in all what political personalities
say. Often there are more words than facts. But
after all the international conferences, especially
after Habitat I, the subject of the cities is begin-
ning to be an important theme for politicians.

| was specially interested in the final panel and |
liked it very much. | think it's good, that political
personalities start to speak about this subject.
And we, the NGOs have to consider what they
say, because they are facts and we can't change
them totally. So we have to listen to them and we
mustn't think, that all what they say is wrong. But
we have to mediate it.

The final panel was moving. The voice of the
NGOs, spoken by the HIC president Kirtee Shah
from India, got a lot of applause from the whole
audience. This seemed to me really fantastic. He
said: Well, it's all really nice here, but what about
the poor, the excluded? What can we do to ensu-
re that what we are doing remains not only in
words but become a reality?

What do you think about the Local Heroes mee-
ting?

It's very interesting. It's important that the civil
society, the academics and the professionals,
which work directly together with people who
need to improve their living conditions, meet
each other.

At the Habitat Il conference we were much more
integrated. Here at URBAN 21 it seems that they
don't pay attention to us. So there is no other
way. | recognise therefore, that it was necessary
to organise this parallel forum. But sometimes it
makes it impossible for us to participate at inte-
resting events there. But by all means | am very
pleased that | was invited to the Local Heroes
conference.

By Doris Deiglmayr

Fotos: Mike Jespersen

First draft of the Berlin Declaration

m by Doris Deiglmayr

On Tuesday-afternoon the participants of Local
Heroes received the first news about the pro-
ceeding of Urban 21. Peter Marcuse, professor
for urban planning at the Columbia University,
New York and participant of the Global Con-
ference at the ICC, came as messenger to the
grassroots-meeting in the ufa-Fabrik and brought
the first draft of the Berlin declaration on the
Urban Future.

He started his statement to the Global Confe-
rence with a harsh critique to the report of Urban
21, which was prepared by a special commis-
sion of the Urban 21-participants and is available
for 49,- marks. The report is “relatively acade-
mic” and “a mix of wishful thinking, full of abs-
tract and meaningless ideas”, criticises Marcuse
citing a statement of John Friedman. Crucial

words like “power”, “justice”, “redistribution”,
” o,

“conflict”, “eviction”, “north-south gap”, “winners
and losers”, “guestworker” etc. were not men-
tioned in the text. “And of course the word ‘capi-
talism’ doesn't appear”.

It is the same case with the Berlin Declaration.
The first draft of the declaration bristles with cau-
tious statements, which avoid to take a clear
position. The paper starts with a consideration
of actual realities like the explosive growth of
cities in the developing world, increasing pover-
ty in cities, the ageing population in some cities,
the great diversity in which we are living etc. It

continues taking into account trends like globali-
sation, the information technology revolution, the
interconnection of cities and speaks about more
evenly distributed power, increasingly democra-
tic governance of cities and new partnerships
between public sector, private sector and civil
society.

After affirming some principles like sustainable
development, good governance, subsidiarity,
interdependence and human solidarity, and men-
tioning “certain common aspirations” of all hu-
man beings like freedom from poverty, adequate
housing, ecological harmony, sufficient income
etc. the draft of the Berlin Declaration recom-
mends some urgent actions.

At this point, the declaration shows the indecisi-
on of Urban 21-participants. The majority of the
recommendations glitter with cautious and ambi-
guous formulations: “Cities should strive to alle-
viate poverty”, they “should strive to promote
local economic development”, and “where appro-
priate, consider accepting and integrating the
informal economy and settlements”.

The poor must speak for themselves

Interview with Yves Cabannes about Urban 21

W by Birgit Laue

Yves Cabannes is coordinator of the Urban Ma-
nagement Program for Latin America and the
Caribbean and participated in the Urban 21
Conference yesterday. Here are his impressions
about the conference:

The conference has two sides: the general infor-
mation given and a space for discussion and
exchange the corridor activities. Urban 21 is im-
portant as an open, well prepared international
forum.

But the report “Reinventing the City” is too weak
and did not build on the Istanbul dynamics. Also
negative is the lack of grasroot organisations'
participation. So peoples’ voices are not repre-
sented. The good intervention of HIC showed
how important it is to hear peoples’ voices. The
venue gave good possibilities for exchange with
participants, for example, from the Asian and
Arabic countries.

There was a lack of emphasis on gender issues,

the conference beeing too male-orientated.
Women must be more repesented on local gover-
ment level, only 5% of the mayors in the world are
women. But they play a crucial role at neighbour-
hood level, but they weren't represented.

The excluded weren't represented enough: where
were the Afro-Brasilian, the Afro-Caribbean and
the indigenous communities? There is an invisibi-
lity of the poor. An international event has to
have visibility of the poor. They must have the
possibility to speak for themselves other people
should not speak on their behalf.

Interesting was also the willingness of the
German minister of cooperation to recognise the
importance of urban poverty and that it should
be reduced. “l hope it will be followed-up by ac-
tion". Also, the EC repesentative wanting to ex-
pand the cooperation with Latin America was a
notable point.

The concrete contribution Yves Cabannes could
make at the conference was to “facilitate ex-
changes”.

The recommendations include the development
of an appropriate public transport, the achieving
of a balance between natural and built environ-
ment, government of cities without discriminati-
on, promoti,c‘)n of education etc. But through all
of them shines one single idea: the global com-
petitiveness. And therefore, the synthesis of the
declaration; according to Peter Marcuse is: “Ci-
ties must adapt to the global market”.

B Spotlights

Planning for Real

Tuesday afternoon Tony Gibson from the Neigh-
bourhood Initiatives Foundation gave a very live-
ly introduction to the participatory planning
method “Planning for Real”. It was a good pre-
sentation, that got the audience involved in the
process. We placed cards that read: “village
green”, “motor-bike safety training”, buildings of
shared use” etc. on a home made 3D model.
Due to lack of time,we did not get through the
process of filtering out and sorting them out in
terms of-“now”, “soon” or “later”, but we did get
a general idea of the method. By the end of the
session, we could say that we learned about one
more method that we can integrate into planning
and community involvement.

Kaushambi Shah, student of architecture,
Bombay, India:

“It is a very open conference, it is open to all kind
of views, that is a very good thing.

The most interesting thing for me is that there is
a new way of looking at how to help people for
things like housing — you are not designing with
your own view, your are actually participating
and having intimate contact with the people and
are then trying to find solutions. In India, this is
not the way things happen there, maybe on a
small scale — but it is a new idea.

Carsten Hermann, student of architecture,
Berlin-Weissensee

“| find it very interesting to see all these different
opinions you normally don't come to know in
such a large variety”
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Local Heroes,21 are Alternatives to, Institutional Thinking

Interview

with Ms Somsook Bonyabancha, ACHR
- Prasad Reddy

Ms Somsook Boonyabancha, General Secretary
of the Asian Coalition of Human Rights (ACHR),
represented ACHR at the Urban 21 Conference
yesterday, and was here today to dialog with
the Local Heroes. She also works for a national
organisation in Thailand, Urban Community
Development Office that organises the Urban
Community Development Fund providing loans
for community activities. She speaks below of
her impressions about Urban 21, the housing
situation in Asia and the significance of Local
Heroes. She authored and distributed a paper
titled “A New Vision for Housing Rights in Asia"
during the Conference.

Prasad: What is your interest in being here at the
Local Heroes 21 Conference?

Boonyabancha: | think it is interesting to know
how alternative groups are thinking. In our so-
ciety we have the formal system and the informal
system. Local Heroes 21 represent the informal
system which in some way is simple, easier and
to the point: no need for too much form, nice lan-
guage, but rather hit the point and so on.

P: So, you want to have more the alternative
view of things.

B: Yes, it is quite important in our society. As we
know, the formal system does not work very
much, especially in the developing countries. So,
we also have to find a lot more, the alternative
processes,alternative ways of doing things
which does not stick too much to the form.
Rather, stick to the truth, and to the reality.

P: You were a delegate at the Urban 21 Confe-
rence. Many Habitat activists yesterday critici-
sed the Urban 21 Conference as ,elitist’ and too
expensive for the common people and they were
excluded from the process. How do you then fit
your participation there into your search for
alternative ways of thinking?

B: (smiling...) Yeah, well, all my life is “alternati-
ve”. | have been working with the alternative pro-
cess, not too much of a formal process: | am
working for a fund which helps in the urban poor
development process in our country. It is a new
kind of organisation. We have also set up the
Asian Coalition for Housing Rights. It is a coaliti-
on of regional people. That is an alternative pro-
cess, because we are people who fight to get
things done. So, all my life has been involved
with diferent kinds of alternative orgnisations. |
think, perhaps, in that position | have been invi-
ted to the Urban 21 also.The formal system rea-
lised the limitation of what they have been doing
and they like to see how the other alternative
systems of learning could help break the limitati-
ons of the system. There are also some positive
people in the formal system, with whom we

should have a link. There is no black and white
way of doing things.

P: You suggested in your paper distributed at
the Local Heroes Conference that we have to
find a new way of fighting for housing rights.
What do you mean?

B: Most of the Housing Rights campaign in the
world is too much concentrated on the legal
rights-how to make it legal,framing laws favoring
the poor, the UN declarations , international trea-
ties that countries should ratify and so on. In my
view, legal rights is just one aspect. If we want to
achieve Housing Rights, there are other ways of
doing that too. In a society, the relationship of
the people and the state are so varied and com-
plex that, new, legal provisions would not mean
anything People do not know that they have the
power, that they can fight for it themselves and
so on. | think the legal rights must be the outco-
me of the change in the relationship between the
poor who do not have rights and the system.
Therefore, if we want to attain better rights, we
have to empower the people, help them to beco-
me stronger, so that they could understand new
information. Through physical, financial and per-
ceptual developments, with a development of a
confidence to do things on their own would bring
us to a point of attaining legal rights.

P: In your paper, you suggested the involvement
of professionals and academics in the efforts at
improving peoples’ participation. In what form?
B: | made many suggestions. But, | think, “the
people” is the main thing. The people themsel-
ves may not have enough information. | think the
force of change would come only through the
sgtrengthening process of the people and the
knowledge, the information which the professio-
nals and people put together would initiate a bro-
ader process in society. Otherwise, the people
alone may not understand the situation of the
society - the relation between the formal and
informal sector. The professionals could bridge
this gap.

P: You also mentioned in your paper that forced
eviction problem today is more from the develo-
pers and economic power holders, rather than-
from dictatorial governments. Are you, then, not
reducing the responsibility of the government?
Because, the government could enact laws to
prevent this forced evictions by developers?

B: Today, the city development is guided more
by economic attraction, the economic ambition
of small countries to be a part of the highly deve-
loped countries. This leads the cities into an
unbalanced development. Land for housing used
to be something that the society provided for
people. Now, it costs a lot-the economy, the sta-
te system wants the people to be affordable for
housing. This is the economic factor.They are
afraid that if they subsidise housing, it would
distort the market. So, this economic way of
thinking resrtricts the system from allowing the

poor people to have access to the housing that
they are entitled to have. Another thing is that
eviction is not done too much by the state. Of
course, they do it through the courts and so on.
But it happens more because of economic moti-
vation. The landlords, wanting to develop their
land evict the people because then, the develop-
ment opportunity is greater. This economic
opportunity motivates eviction more than any-
thing else today, unlike in the past, when, for
instance, the military forced the people to evict.

P: Can you, in short, say how the Urban 21 Con-
ference help your region-Thailand or, in general,
Asia?

B: I think, in general, the direction of Urban 21 is
good. It is quite important to look at the city as
more ingtegrated unit and how the city has its
own identityand to explore ways of making it
more liveable. All these concepts that your
Chancellor and all others at the Plenary expres-
sed were all excellent concepts. But, we have to
find a way of implementing them. This is a key
issue now-the “programme of implementation”.
We say that we want the city to be equal, to be
good for all sections of society and so on. But,
the question is: how do we achieve that? A mee-
ting of this kind should not become a big sessi-
on of preaching. It is not enough to show that we
are really nice people with good attitude. We
have to look more seriously into implementaiton.
Because we have not been looking enough into
the institutionalisation of change process by peo-
ple. People have too much positive attitude and
think, by having good attitude, they already
become good people. Attitude is not enough.
We have to see the political structures, and see
how diferent systems allow the disadvantaged to
have a place in society. Because the existing,
international institutions are not delivering the
goods and yet, most of the money goes into
international institutiuons without producing
change. Therefore, it is important to infleunce
such institutions.

P: Can Local Heroes 21 help in some way?

B: | think the alternative processes like Local
Heroes 21 should be more well equipped. We
should avoid just becoming some oppositional
voice-just saying “no” to something and some
people. We need, rather, to understand the ele-
ments of change. We should be able to point out
the right process forward, if we think that Urban
21 is not on the right way. We need to develop
an alternative strategy which can lead to change.
We need to be more thought out and more ana-
lytical and understand the situation more. We still
have to keep opposing the governments, but we
need to do it in a higher, better quality so that
people will listen. We need to explore more dee-
ply the political process and find the right points
of intervention. We should make our intervention
count. An intervention that informs policy making
and change process.

P: Thank you very much and good luck.

Urban Future 21: Welche

Mo

fi

Stidte neu e

A4
C
y

o

Auszug aus einem Artikel von John Friedmann.

John Friedmann, seit iiber 30 Jahren eine der kri-
tischen Stimmen der Stadtplanung und Stadtent-
wicklung, bezieht in seinem Artikel ,Urban Futur
21: Welche Stadte neu erfinden?“* Stellung zum
Urban 21 Report Reinventing the City. Er antwor-
tet auf die seiner Ansicht nach maBgeblichen sie-
ben Thesen des selbsternannten Weltreports,
wobei er einschrankt, dass ,Reinventing the City”
weniger ein Bericht tber politische MaBnahmen
ist, als ein Versuch, einen ideologischen Rahmen
fir urbane Entwicklung auf globaler Basis zu
erstellen. Seine Stellungnahmen zu zwei der The-
sen von Reinventing the City sind hier wiederge-
geben:

,Die Autoren von Reinventing the City behaupten,

daB zum Ende des gegenwartigen Jahrhunderts:

1) nahezu die ganze Welt in einem einzigen glo-
balen Netzwerk zusammenleben wird, ange-
trieben durch weltweiten Wettbewerb; (...)

4) erfolgreiche Stadte des 21. Jahrhunderts sich
an der Erfahrung derjenigen Stadte, die sich
im spaten 20. Jahrhundert erfolgreich ent-
wickelt haben, orientieren konnen; (...)

zu Thesel:

Hier begegnen wir der Sprache der ,grenzenlo-
sen Welt", die von Management-Gurus wie etwa
Kenichi Ohm so geliebt wird. Netzwerk ist die
modisch-coole Begrifflichkeit, mit der gegensei-
tige Abhangigkeiten beschrieben werden. Aber
der Begriff sagt uns nichts darliber, wer die
Akteure in diesem Netzwerk sind, oder wie die
Struktur des Netzwerkes selbst aussieht.

Ein Hinweis auf die Akteure wird gegeben, wenn
es heiBt, diese Netzwerke wirden ,von weltwei-
tem Wettbewerb angetrieben.” Und wer steht in
weltweitem Wettbewerb? Auf der einen Seite
groBe transnationale Konzerne, auf der anderen
Seite Stadte, die gegeneinander global um Inves-
titionen konkurrieren. Was die Struktur des Netz-
werkes angeht, so wissen wir nur, dass sie auf
keinen Fall egalitar ist, sondern, wie die Ge-
schichte beweist, aus den Méachtigen und den
Schwachen besteht, aus denjenigen, die domi-
nieren, und denjenigen, die dominiert werden.
lhre Sprache deutet nicht einmal an, es konnten
die aus den vergangenen zwanzig Jahren be-
kannten Trends sich evtl. nicht unverandert und

ohne Widerstand flir ein weiteres Jahrhundert
fortsetzen, auch wird nicht die Moglichkeit in
Betracht gezogen, dass entgegengesetzte Krafte
ins Spiel kommen: interurbane Kooperationen,
die erfolgreich die Verminderung der Macht glo-
baler corporations einschranken; das Erstarken
des Nationalstaates im Interesse des Umwelt-
schutzes; die globale Vernetzung von Gewerk-
schaften und sozialen Bewegungen; oder ein
vollig anderes Szenario: Urbaner Kollaps, Um-
weltkatastrophen, an verschiedenen Orten
gleichzeitig ausbrechende Biirgerkriege mit
Volkermord und ahnliche Gréuel. (...)

Zu These 4:

Dies ist eine weitere gelaufige Plattitiide: ,Beste
Praktiken” (best practices). Sollen diejenigen, die
uns folgen, von unseren Erfolgen lernen! Wel-
ches sind die Modellstadte der Vergangenheit?
Zwei fallen uns auf Anhieb ein: Curitiba (Brasilien)
und Singapur. Diese Modelle werden seit minde-
stens einem Jahrzehnt gepriesen, aber bislang
habe ich noch keine Beispiele fiir Curitiba Il oder
Singapur ll-entdeckt. Warum ist dies der Fall,
trotz aller publicity, die diese Stadte begleitet
hat? Der simple Grund dafiir ist, dass keine zwei
Stadte identisch sind. Wenn man sich eine Stadt
genauer ansieht, und das muss man in der Tat
tun, wenn man ein Politikrezept verschreiben
mochte, findet man schnell heraus, dass zum
Beispiel das offentliche Transportsystem der
Stadt, in der ich heute lebe — Melbourne — weder
mit Curitiba verglichen werden kann, noch mit
der vielzitierten Stadt Toronto. Und das nicht,
weil die Transportplaner in Melbourne diese Mo-
delle nicht kennen, sondern weil diese Modelle
fur die einzigartigen Umstande von Melbourne im
Jahr 2000 nicht gelten. Es scheint die Vorstel-
lung zu bestehen, dass man ,Losungen“ aus
ihrem spezifischen Kontext isolieren kann, etwa
wie in den Naturwissenschaften, um dann in ei-
ner Art Transplantationsprozess die Stadt Mel-
bourne ein bisschen mehr wie Toronto zu ma-
chen. Es gibt nur wenige Félle, in denen ein sol-
ches Transplantat tatsachlich ,anwachst*. (...)

Am Ende uberwiegt der Eindruck, dass der Re-
port Reinventing the City — Urban 21 den Unter-
titel ,Das Ende des europaischen Denkens" tra-
gen sollte. Es ist ein Bericht einer fixen Idee, der
annimmt, dass die Welt auf ein einziges Modell
der Stadteentwicklung zusteuert. Es ist ein Be-
richt, der nicht in der Lage ist, alternative Sze-
narien in Erwagung zu ziehen und daher einfach
annimmt, der gegenwartige Trend werde sich die
nachsten hundert Jahre fortsetzen; letztlich zieht
er der Analyse die Verortung vor. Es ist duBerst
bedauerlich, dass ein so wenig Sinn enthaltender
Bericht, den ,Grundton” fiir die bevorstehende
URBAN 21 Konferenz in Berlin angeben soll.

*In Ausziigen entnommen dem Reader zum Weltbericht
,Und die Welt wird zur Scheibe...“ Herausgegeben von der
Arbeitsgruppe ,Enquete” der Berliner Mieter Gemeinschaft
e.V.

Der Reader ist fiir 5 DM zu bestellen bei:
Berliner MieterGemeinschaft e.V.
Mockernstr. 92, 10963 Berlin

Tel.: 030/216 80 01, E-mail: bmg@ipn.de
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B Spotlights

0zod Mukhamedsanov, Uzbekistan
m by Stefan Thimmel

Ozod is the direc- *
tor of the Central
Asian Office of
LEEP (Law and
Environment
EURASIA Part-
nership). The
ecologist works
since four years
in this organisati-
on which facilita-
tes the work bet-
ween NGOs and
the Uzbekistan
government.

For example, they are preparing laws about eco-
logical legislation in the Central Asian country,
which is independent now for nine years. In his
second function, he is coordinator for three of
13 regions in the country for the NGO Network
“Gorod Masdorov” (City of the Masters). The
Uzbekian NGOs are working in different fields:
water, education, youth, disabled people, biodi-
versity, desertification, women'’s issues, health,
reintegration of former soldiers (war in Afgha-
nistan) etc.

For Ozod it is very important to meet all this peo-
ple from over 30 countries in Local Heroes
Conference. Because the NGO movement in his
country has no experience with networking, it is
very interesting for him to meet social activists
from Mexico, Brasil, South Africa etc. “Net-
working is so important for living” he said. And
also the political culture, which he is noticing
here is very important for him. Important and
new. “For me it was the first time to see this
form of political protest (referring to the protest
action of Local Heroes in front of the ICC on
Tuesday morning). We have to learn how to bring
the pressure from the streets to the govern-
ment.” And he added: “l have seen Kofi Annan
and he took a copy of the Local Heroes News-
paper. Maybe he will read it.”

,WIr sind die Experten”

Eigene Aktivitat statt Quartiersmanagement

® von Timon Wehnert

Hangematten e.V. ist eine Stadtteil-
gruppe in Berlin-Friedrichshain. Die
Mitstreiter der Selbsthilfeinitiative
decken ein ungewohnlich groBes
Spektrum ab: Ostler und Westler im
Alter von 20 bis 73 Jahren, Hand-
werker, Akademiker und Ungelernte
ziehen am selben Strang im Enga-
gement fiir ihren Kiez: Die Lebens-
situation der sozial Schwachen -
Niedriglohnempfanger, Sozialhilfebe-
zieher, Arbeitslosen — soll von diesen
selbst verbessert werden. Die Arbeit
des Vereins steht dabei auf zwei
Saulen: Einerseits der politischen /
meinungsbildenden Arbeit, etwa bei
der Organisation von Diskussions-
runden und Kongressen. Anderer-
seits werden der sozialen Degra-
dation konkrete Projekte entgegen-
gesetzt: Soziale Beratung, offene
Treffs, aber vor allem ein kulturelles
Angebot, bei dem die sozial Aus-
gegrenzten wieder Motivation fir
neue Aktivitaten schopfen und eine
eigene Sprache finden sollen.

Die Heimat von Hangematten e.V.,
der Kiez um den Boxhagener Platz in
Berlin, hat in den letzten Jahren dra-
stische Wandlungen erfahren: Nach
der Wende 1989/90 gab es einen
starken Wegzug der besserverdien-
enden Bewohner. In den letzten
Jahren ziehen vermehrt Studenten
(vorwiegend aus Westdeutschland) in
den Kiez. Zusatzlich fiihrt die Ver-
teuerung des Wohnraums, die mit der
Modernisierung des Altbaubestandes
einhergeht, zu einer Verdrangung der
Einkommensschwachen. Zur Zeit zahlt Friedrichs-
hain jedoch zu den armsten Bezirken Berlins.

In dieser Konstellation erscheint es zunachst ver-
wunderlich, dass sich Hangematten e.V. gegen
das vom Senat eingesetzte Quartiersmanage-
ment zur Wehr setzt. Ist es doch das erklarte
Ziel des Quartiersmanagements, einer ,Ver-
slumung” entgegen zu wirken und gerade Ar-
beitslose und Sozialhilfeempfanger fiir eigene
Initiativen zu motivieren.

In einem Workshop der Local Heroes 21 Kon-
ferenz brachte Dr. Constanze Kube von Hange-
matten e.V. sechs Kritikpunkte am Konzept des
Quartiersmanagements zur Sprache:

1. Grundlage des Konzeptes ist eine Kausali-
tatsumkehr: Letztlich werden den Armen, die
nach der Abwanderung der Besserverdienen im
Viertel zurlickgeblieben sind, die entstandenen
sozialen Probleme zur Last gelegt.

2. Dem Ansatz des Qualititsmanagements scheint

ein Menschenbild zugrunde zu liegen, das Armut
als Krankheit auffasst.

3. Mit Hilfe von Sozialhilfemitteln, die eigentlich
zur Verbesserung der personlichen Lebenssitua-
tion der Betroffenen gedacht sind, wird Stadt-
teilsanierung betrieben.

4. Das Konzept, Besserverdienende zum Zuzug
in den Kiez zu bewegen, kommt einer versteck-
ten Verdrangungspolitik gleich, bei der sozial
Schwache vertrieben werden.

5. Das Quartiersmanagement ist ein undemo-
kratisches Verfahren.

6. Durch die Vergabe an eine Firma findet eine
Privatisierung offentlicher Aufgaben statt.

Als Alternative fordert Hangematten e.V. eine
verstarkte Forderung bereits bestehender Bir-
gerinitiativen. Constanze Kube: ,Flr unsere eige-
nen Befindlichkeiten und fiir unsere eigene Armut
sind wir die Experten”

No solutionSgiik
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Interview with Marcelo Waschl, Misereor, about his impression on Urban 21

| by Birgit Laue

Yesterday morning there were several empty
talks by ministers etc. Kofi Annan was the only
one who integrated the suffering of the countries
of the South into his speech. In the afternoon,
there was a forum in which the report has been
presented, but with two exceptions, there wasn't
any critical thinking about poverty. If you talk
about one world, you should talk about one city
as well. There are local particularities, but on a
certain level the same problems exist. In future,
we have to look especially at small and medium
sized towns and cities, because they will eventu-
ally have more problems. And we also have to
talk about political action and problems of distri-
bution.

Urban 21 tries to present solutions, but there
can't be solutions. We can only find ways. This is
what is happening at the Local Heroes conferen-
ce.
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Today it became clear that everything is concen-
trated around money and economy. An example:
In a meeting of experts about state and society,
questions of participation and decentralisation
were risen, also about legalisation of land and
the investments made by the poor. The solution
given by the industry at the end was to expand
the Internet, so that you don't need to talk to
anyone locally anymore. Who doesn't have
access to the Internet will therefore not have
access to information. The lobby of the econo-
mical powers is clearly dominating. The vision of
the future clearly forgets the poor.

Hopefully, at the NGO forum tonight there will be
enough space for proposals and demands. But it
is important that the concrete action proposals
are monitored. A UN sub-commission should be
formed to monitor the follow-up. The time has
come to act and cities that don't act in a
democratic way should be rejected and the who-
le world should know about it .

,Urbanisme et Democratie”

Eine wachsame Stadtteilgruppe fiir selbstbestimmte Wohnumwelt
und soziale Integration im 14. Arrondissement von Paris

Seit 1993 vereint die Stadtteilgruppe Urbanisme
et Democratie Bewohner/innen, Kiinstler/innen,
Handler/innen und sonstige Liebhaber/innen des
14. Arrondissements. Ziel ist die Beteiligung der
Biirger an Entscheidungen, die ihre Wohnumwelt
verandern, die Wahrung der Lebensqualitat und
der Erhalt der sozialen, 6konomischen und kul-
turellen Diversitat.

Verschiedene Arbeitsgruppen stehen allen Be-
wohner(inne)n offen und bieten regelmassig Ge-
legenheit, sich zu einem Thema der lokalen
Wohnumwelt auszutauschen: Bebauungsplan,
Griinanlagen, Konservierung von geschichts-
trachtigen Gebauden des Stadltteils, Umwelt und
Verkehr, Schaffung von ,Stadtteilhdusern fur die
Ausiibung der soziokulturellen Aktivitaten der
zahlreichen Gruppen und Vereine.

Die Stadtteilgruppe hat einen Stand auf dem
Wochenmarkt, wo Informationstafeln zu aktuel-

len Problemen ausgestellt werden, das monat-
lich erscheinende Bulletin verteilt wird, Unter-
schriftensammlungen stattfinden und Feste an-
gekiindigt werden.

Parallel dazu organisieren die Mitglieder re-
gelmaBig Treffen zum Kennenlernen und Austau-
schen von Ideen und Informationen.

Ein geselliger Rahmen bietet die Grundlage des
Netzwerkes: Kostenloses Freilichtkino, Nachbar-
schaftsessen im Freien und Stadtteilfeste zu
allen Jahreszeiten.

Alle Veranstaltungen sind kostenlos und werden
aus den Mitgliedsbeitrdgen und Spenden finan-
ziert (140 Mitglieder,

Jahresbeitrag 50 FF/14 DM)

Urbanisme et Democratie, 24 rue des Ther-
mopyles, 75014 Paris — Frankreich

Tel/Fax: 00331 40 44 81 92

e-mail: sabine.brohl@free.fr

The only successful case
in the housing movement
of Poland

After the change of the political system in 1989
in Poland to a democratic, free market country
there rose up several problems between landl-
ords and tenants. The only victorious case in
which a tenant-organisation succeeded in
fighting for their interests is described by
Zygmundt R. Kich from Krakéw in the following
way:

"The ‘Defence Committee of All the Residents of
the (city of) Zabrze Steelworks’ was founded
when two years ago the 1818 flats owned by the
bankrupted Zabrze Steelworks were sold to a
private buyer for 48 PLN a square meter! (the
price is ridiculous, | remind the newly built flats
costs from: 2000 PLN/sg. m to 4000 PLN, and
even more), The buyer immediately offered the
existing residents their dwellings, yet for 500 -
700 PLN a'meter. The Committee, composed of
the former Steelworks' employees and pensio-
ners and headed by Mrs. Adach, who seems to
be a very energetic and brave woman, began
desperate struggle in defence of their homes.
They met and urged numerous authorities, offici-
als, VIPs and MPs, organised multiple demon-
strations, and finally succeeded: Poland's
Parliament passed a bill that tells the buyers of
such estates (i.e. formerly owned by the state-
run enterprises) to sell back the houses at the
same price if requested by the residents. The
act was empowered on June the 1st earlier this
year. The latest news is that thousand requests
have been submitted to the said buyer, and now
Mrs. Adach wants to arrange something like a
round table meeting with the buyer, the
Committee and the local authorities so to pass
first the blocks to the municipality and then let
the residents to buy their flats”.

econ | as the s
needs and wishes of children and teenagers,
of migrants and women. Last but not least
we present oppurtunities for civil participati-
on.

CAF/Agenda-Transfer, Budapesterstr. 11,
53111 Bonn, Fon: 0228/60461-13;

E-Mail: caf@agenda-transfer.de
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