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Editorial

Mobility in ever-growing urban areas is associated with several key urban 
development challenges, such as equal access to services and income op-
portunities. Urban Public Transport stretches, therefore, far beyond just 
transportation and traffic management and also includes such topics as an 
inclusive city for all residents, spatial segregation, land-use planning, and  
accessibility not only in technical terms but also in social terms. 

This TRIALOG issue on Urban Public Transport examines projects in cities in 
Latin America, Africa and Asia, how they address mobility problems, and the 
lessons learned. In some cases, specifically in Jakarta and Bogotá, the contri-
butions in this issue return to cases that were the focus of the TRIALOG  
issue on Urban Mobility from almost 10 years ago (TRIALOG No. 82). For 
these cases, the articles offer a deeper and longer-term analysis of the  
effects that followed implementation.

Anke Schwarz analyses the mobility pattern of the urban poor in Mexico 
City and discusses the impacts of immobility or limited mobility and social 
segregation based on case study settlements and individuals. She highlights 
the impact of restricted mobility on the livelihood of the residents.

The next set of articles addresses different aspects of public transport.  
Jean-Marc Mirailles explores the question of which criteria should be ap-
plied to select the most suitable technical solution for mass urban transport. 
Using Bogotá as example, he compares a metro system, a bus rapid transit 
system (BRT), a light rail system, and a tram-and-bus system. He highlights 
the problems in planning for mass urban transit that arise primarily from a 
lack of dialogue between technicians, urban planners and politicians and 
their diverging strategies. He discusses the advantages and disadvantages in 
transport planning between a BRT and metro in view of financial aspects (in-
vestments costs and operating costs), flexibility and capacity limits.  
Carolin Höhnke and Regina Witter both study the reorganisation of the 
public transport system Transantiago in Santiago de Chile. Carolin looks at 
the planning and implementation problems and opportunities in the devel-
opment of the Transantiago with an emphasis on the role of the different 
actors and institutions involved. She concludes with lessons learnt for other 
cities. Regina analyses the Transantiago from the user perspective and anal-
yses the situation before and after the introduction of the Transantiago. Her 
particular focus is on residents living in disadvantaged communities and the 
difficulties they face following the reorganisation.

The influence of a BRT system on urban traffic conditions is discussed by 
Sunghyun Jang, taking Jakarta, Indonesia, as a case. He focuses on the 
changes in mode choice after the introduction of the TransJakarta system. 
He specifically examines the impacts on the mobility of the urban poor, who 
cannot all take advantages of the system, and how congestions on the road 
have remained due to the limited capacities of the system.

Lisa Reudenbach and Wolfgang Scholz study the mobility patterns and 
residential location of middle class households in Dar es Salaam, Tanzania. 
Increasing car ownership allows this growing group to build homes at the 
periphery, where land is available at lower prices, and to compromise the 
disadvantages of a longer commuting distance and time. The article uncov-
ers the selection criteria of the middle class for their residential location and 
choice of transport mode, and provides implications for land-use and trans-
port planning. Stefanie Holzwarth picks up the idea of a BRT and studies 
various BRT projects in Africa. From the different cities at different stages of 
BRT implementation, lessons can be learnt for the planning and implementa-
tion of new BRT systems in African cities.

The next two articles discuss other technical solutions that have moved into 
focus more recently: aerial cable cars and urban ropeways, which can pro-
vide accessibility to topographically restricted areas. Dirk Heinrichs and 
Judith S. Bernet look at the impact of introducing a cable car in Medellín, 
Colombia, where it is part of an integrated urban planning project designed 
to improve overall conditions in informally built neighbourhoods. They ex-
plore to what extent this ‘transport innovation’ modifies accessibility and in-
clusion into urban life and urban economy. Joachim Bergerhoff and 
Jürgen Perschon conclude this issue with an analysis of urban ropeways 
from a technical and financial perspective. The authors highlight their effi-
ciency and their potential to complement metropolitan transport systems.

Overall, the collection of articles leads to the observation that a wide range 
of novel approaches is being used to improve access to mass transport in 
large and growing agglomerations around the world. At the same time, the 
articles illustrate the strong role that transport has in shaping the social and 
spatial conditions of cities.

Wolfgang Scholz, Dirk Heinrichs
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